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Full Council Meeting Minutes 	Monday 09th February 2026, 7.00pm start 
	 
MINUTES 
	Whittle-le-Woods Village Hall, Whittle-le-Woods 

	Attendance 
	Cllr Chris Briscoe                       Cllr Will Yates

	 
	Cllr Steve Fogerty                      Cllr Russ Green

	 
	Cllr Barbara Higham                 Cllr Dedrah Moss	   

	 
	Cllr Peter Higham                      

	 
	Cllr Wendy McDonald 	              

	 
	 	Clerking: N Griffiths 


1. Apologies  - 
Meeting Opened at 7pm for Apologises
          Cllrs Jamie Halliwell 
2. Meeting Closed at 7.05pm for the Planning Enforcement Officer to speak 
          
           Meeting started at 7:30pm
3. Declarations of interest and dispensation – None to report
4. Minutes of previous Council meetings – December Minutes Approved.
Cllr Chris Briscoe wanted a few points updated on January Minutes. The Clerk will action this, and get the January Minutes signed off at March Meeting.
5. Statutory Business 
5.1 Planning - Consider planning report, approve responses and ratify responses made between meetings or to meet deadlines. 
25/01217/FUL – Application for technical details consent for the erection of one detached, self-build, dwelling and detached garage (following demolition of existing stables) pursuant to permission in principle. 25/00748/PIP
Location: Stables 85M South of Oldfields Moss Lane Whittle-le-Woods.
Comment – Greenbelt Land
25/01245/FUL – Section 73 application to vary condition 4 (approved plans) of planning permission n ref: 25/00325/FUL (Erection of external weatherproof enclosure in order to accommodate electrical plant and the installation of 1no.dormer to side (north) roof slope for ducting) in order to alter the design of the enclosure including the erection of a timber fence location.
Location: Whittle Surgery 199 Preston Road Whittle-Le-Woods Chorley PR6 7PS
Comment – No Comment

25/00827/FUL – Erection of 2no. detached dwelling houses
Location: Lucas Green Farm, Lucas Lane Whittle-Le-Woods Chorley, PR6 7DA
Comment – No Comment

25/00826/FUL – Erection of 1no. detached dwelling house 
Location: Lucas Green, Lucas Lane, Whittle-Le-Woods, Chorley, PR6 7DA
Comment – No Comment

26/00100/FULHH – First floor rear extension and single storey rear extension
Location: 8 The Walled Garden, Whittle-Le-Woods, Chorley, PR6 7PD
Comment – Neighbours must be notified, and materials used need to be in keeping with the surroundings areas.

6. Financial items 
6.1 Consider and approve expenditures in the circulated report, and any after the agenda, submitted to the meeting  
Resolved: Council approved payments 

6.2    Reconciliation of the bank to be signed off
Comment – Chair signed off reconciliation of the bank, up to the end of January 2026.

6.3 	Unity Trust Bank and Royal Bank of Scotland bank accounts.
Update: Clerk has been added to the mandate, awaiting log in details. 

6.4	Annual Return (Charities)
Comment –Cllr Peter Higham tried to phone the Charity Commissions office to explain the situation, but was able to get hold of anyone. Cllr Peter Higham has recently sent an email and awaiting response. Will discuss updates at the Parish Meeting in March.

6.5       Community Budgeting
Resolved: Councillors decided against taking this further

6.6       Whittle and Clayton Scout Funding
Update: Cllr Will Yates will contact Whittle and Clayton Scouts to continue onto Phase 2 of the project.



6.7       CIL Funding for the speed reduction tables for COR
Update: Cllr Russ Green confirmed the Police have been informed and have agreed to have a meeting on the 12th February. Cllr Russ Green confirmed he will put an agenda together for the meeting. Cllr Russ Green explained if we are interested in putting speed bumps on the road, it would be a good exercise to review the speed first on Chorley Old Road. Cllr Russ Green has been speaking with Cllr Aidy Riggott and was informed it may be a possibility to get the funding for the speed bumps from Lancashire County Council, instead of the parish paying. 
Cllr Wendy McDonald stated that we can put temporary speed tables in place first, and monitor the speed before we pay to have the speed bumps in place.
Cllr Chris Briscoe agreed we need to see how many cars speed over a certain period to gather the data we require.

7. Clerks Update
[bookmark: _Hlk211346221]7.1 	 Licence Progress Update for the land for youth use
Update – Clerk confirmed the Lawful Development Certificate has now been applied for and will take up to 8 weeks to be in place.
Cllr Russ Green brought to the councillor’s attention that the shelter we had been working on for over 5 months was also being looked at by himself. The council have had no information regarding this or updates of this project from Cllr Russ Green. Cllr Russ Green notified the council that if there where any application/licences charges that he could get these paid via Chorley Council.
The Clerk explained to Russ Green, we have been in contact with various external bodies within Chorley Council, ensuring we are following the correct process. This has been consistent throughout the past 5 months, and we are liaising on a regular basis.
The Clerk explained to Cllr Russ Green, the clerk would continue with the process and finalising the Youth Shelter, but would appreciate Cllr Russ Green obtaining the funding from Chorley Council when Required.


7.2   Update on Village Road Signs 
Comment – The Clerk informed the Cllrs, that order of works for the Village signs had been sent to Taylor and Taylor for the fabricated posts, and Signs of the Times Ltd for the Signage.
Progress will be updated at the Parish Meeting in March 2026.
7.3 	 Defibrillators Updated for February – are all checks up to date
Update: Defibrillators had been checked by Councillors at St Chads, Hillside Crescent, and Town Lane, for February. Cllr Steve Fogerty confirmed he would do the checks on Waterhouse Green, due to Cllr Tina Newall no longer being a councillor. Clerk to submit on the Circuit platform  


7.4      Update from Northwest Ambulance Service, regarding Defibs
Update: The Clerk explained, contact had been made with the Northwest Ambulance Service asking how we check the Defibs are working. The clerk confirmed the Northwest Ambulance service replied and explained, that the device is designed to carry out a self-test daily.

7.5 Low Mill Industrial estate wall defect.
Outcome – The Clerk explained to the Cllr’s that she had conducted a free search to find out the owner using the government software. It indicated that AJ Bell was the owner. After making contact with AJ Bell regarding the issue of a bulging stone wall on Town Lane, they responded and confirmed they did not hold any properties on Town Lane.
Cllr Will Yates will make contact with a resident, who he believes will know the owners we can make contact with, to get the issue resolved. 

8. Project Updates from Councillors
Update – Cllr Russ Green explained he had set up a litter picking group. Cllr Russ Green said he will be getting funding from Chorley Council.
Cllr Russ Green raised concerns regarding the footpath near the Roebuck Pub. Cllr Russ Green confirmed this had been reported to the Lancashire County Council.

9.     Any Other Business:
9.1 SPIDS – Progression Update.
Update – The clerk explained to the Cllr’ she is awaiting further instruction to carry out more software checks, due to being unable to get any connection with the SPID Machines.
9.2     Volunteer days to support the community
Update – Cllr Russ Green has set up a group called Whittle Litter Picking Group (Whittle Wombles) Cllr Russ Green is hopefully going to gain funding to purchase materials that will be required to undertake litter picks in Whittle -Le-Woods on a weekly basis.
9.3 – Proposal of a Grit Bin
Update – Cllr Russ Green confirmed the cost of a new grit bin would be around £150
The Chair outlined that CIL funding cannot support this as it is infrastructure.
The Cllr’s rejected funding this proposal, as may involve planning permission.
Cllr Russ Green is going to go back to the residents and propose they all share the cost.
9.4    Funding for Gun Mount
Resolved – Cllr’s agreed not to support this.




10.      Matters of Information
Update: Cllr’s confirmed a contractor is unable to continue works. A contractor that works for the same company will continue and complete the works, until the new tax year. The Council will then get tenders for the contract at this point. 

11.    Exclusions of Press
It is proposed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public are excluded from the forthcoming items of business – pursuant to section 1 (2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings)Act 1960 and defined in Paragraph1, Part 1 of Schedule 12A to local Government Act 1972.

11.1       Training for Clerk
Update: Cllr’s Agreed the Clerk and undertake ILCA Training.
11.2       HM Courts Claim
Cllrs agreed, to extend the timescale to gather further information from a legal representative.

Chair ended meeting at 8:45pm
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